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selves and our neighbors of both our responsibilities toward the envi-
ronment and the rewards of meeting them.

Every American can make a difference at the grassroots level. For ex-
ample, we can recycle bottles, paper, and used motor oil, and we can
help to conserve energy by driving less and by adjusting the thermo-
stats in our homes and offices.

Observed in the glorious new light of spring, Earth Day should inspire
us to treat this magnificent yet fragile planet with commensurate care
and attention. Recognizing our obligation toward future inhabitants of
this earthly home, and knowing that global problems have local solu-
tions, let us make a renewed personal commitment to protecting the en-
vironment and to using our resources wisely.

To increase public awareness of the need for active participation in en-

vironmental protection, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 119,

has designated April 22, 1991, as “Earth Day" and has authorized and

Esquesled the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this
ay.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim April 22, 1991, as Earth Day. I call
upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropri-
ate programs, ceremonies, and activities designed to promote greater
understanding of ecological issues. I also ask all Americans to set an
example of environmental stewardship in their daily activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
second day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6275 of April 22, 1991
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the Nation's ongoing fight against crime, statistics tell only part of
the story. More than a violation of the law, every crime is a violation
of the rights, property, person, or trust of another human being. Thus,
behind every tally of offenses ranging from misdemeanors to aggravat-
ed felonies are innocent victims—individuals and families who must be
recognized in the administration of justice.

Almost 35 million Americans become victims of crime each year. In ad-
dition to the physical scars and the financial losses that many suffer,
crime victims experience emotional trauma as well. Their self-confi-
dence is shaken; their sense of security shattered.

Since 1982, when the President's Task Force on Victims of Crime
helped to focus greater public attention on the rights and needs of
these individuals, great progress has been made in efforts to assist
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crime victims and their families. Indeed, a nationwide movement led by
thousands of concerned citizens—many of them crime victims them-
selves—has helped to promote timely restitution and healing for vic-
tims of crime. Working at the grass-roots level to provide counseling
and support, a wide range of professionals and volunteers are helping
these individuals to recover what losses they can and to reclaim their
sense of dignity and security.

Nearly every State, as well as the Federal Government, has passed leg-
islation to ensure the fair treatment of crime victims. The Crime Con-
trol Act of 1990 set forth, for the first time, a Federal Crime Victims'
Bill of Rights. Forty-five States also have a Crime Victims' Bill of Rights
to ensure that victims' needs are considered during criminal proceed-

ings.

Almost every State, as well as the Federal Government, also supports
programs to compensate and to assist victims of crime. These programs
are financed, for the most part, not by innocent taxpayers, but by con-
victed offenders through criminal fines and penalties.

Recognizing the suffering of victims and their families, we are also
committed at the Federal level to crime prevention. Earlier this year I
proposed the Comprehensive Violent Crime Control Act of 1991, which,
if enacted, will strengthen our Nation's criminal justice system and
ensure that those who threaten the lives of others are held accountable
for their actions. We must also continue to educate the public about
ways to minimize their risk of victimization.

Through public and private efforts at the national, State, and local
level, we are making great strides in the fight against crime and in the
effort to ensure fair, compassionate treatment of victims and their fami-
lies. This week, let us gratefully recognize all those who work, often as
volunteers, in behalf of crime victims: law enforcement officers, health
care professionals, attorneys, counselors, members of the clergy, and
countless other concerned citizens. Let us also honor all those who are
working to win the fight against crime and reaffirm our determination
to uphold America’s promise of liberty and justice for all.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 16, has designated the week
of April 21 through April 27, 1991, as “National Crime Victims' Rights
Week"” and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of April 21 through April 27,
1991, as National Crime Victims' Rights Week. I urge all Americans to
join in honoring those who work in behalf of crime victims and their
families. I also encourage all Americans to learn about ways that they
can help to prevent crime and to assist its victims in their communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this 22nd day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
fifteenth.

GEORGE BUSH
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